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1.  ORC Rating Systems - summary: 
 

The ORC Rating Systems (ORC International, ORC Club) are managed in 35 countries by National Rating 
Offices on five continents and centrally managed by ORC for 10 countries where a national office is not yet 
established. The ORC Superyacht Rule, first introduced in 2015, is centrally managed by ORC. Thus, in total 
ORC issues certificates for boats in 45 countries. 
 
Developments for ORC this year include an increased number of rating offices, and a steady number of 
certificates, boats and participants using ORC rating systems for 2018. 

 
The year-to-date 2018 fleet certificate statistics are shown in Section 8: at the end of 2017 there were 10198 
certificates issued to 9258 boats, and through the end of September 2018 there were 9474 certificates issued to 
8408 boats. These numbers are regarded as being steady compared to 2017. Increases were seen in ORCi 
certificates in BRA, ESP, GBR, ISR, NED, POL, SUI and USA, with all but those in BRA, POL and USA due 
to World or European championship events being held within the region. 
 
Measurement and promotion seminars were held in three countries in the last year: HKG, IRL, and USA. 
 
ORC this year has continued to assist the SuperYacht Racing Association (SYRA) in administering, 
developing and refining the ORC Superyacht Rule (ORCsy), with a decrease in boats and certificates from 
2017 due to the hurricane damage and resulting event cancellations in the past winter season. More details on 
ORCsy are found in Section 2 of this report. 
 
Since ORC Rating systems are unique in measuring the stability of offshore yachts, the size and types of boats 
using ORCi/ORC Club is quite broad, ranging from very small cruisers and Sportboats to racing SuperYachts. 
The rule is thus quite versatile, since the VPP can characterize all manner of performance-enhancing features 
and thus rate them under ORC Rules. These include movable ballast features such as water ballast and canting 
keels, with all combinations of associated appendages, such as DSS, bilgeboards, etc. ORC’s Sportboat Rule 
for performance keelboats remains popular in Europe and is receiving more interest worldwide in places such 
as Hong Kong where a fleet is established. 
 
ORC championship events continue to be popular and competitive, with a general upward trend in 
participation and the highest-quality teams emerging on top after a combination of several inshore and 
offshore races. Individual races are competitive and often resolved only within seconds of corrected time. 
Inspections and measurement controls are strictly enforced at championship events, with a variety of designs – 
both racers and cruiser/racers – winning these events, suggesting fairness in the system for all boat types. 
 
For the first time ever, the combined use of ORC and IRC ratings were used at the 2018 The Hague Offshore 
World Championship held in July, with 85 entries from 15 countries and 3 continents attending for a week of 
inshore and offshore racing. The event was a success in helping unite the technical protocols used by each 
system with a plan made towards future cooperation. 
 
Details of the 2018 events are found in Section 5 of this report. 
  
The demand for hosting future ORC championship events remains strong, with no less than three bid 
proposals received this year for events hosted in Europe and the USA for 2020. Next year the 2019 ORC 
Worlds will be organized by ORC and a local organizing committee in Sibenik, Croatia and held over 1-8 
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June, the 2019 ORC European Championship will be hosted by the Oxelosund Sailing Club in Oxelosund, 
Sweden and held over 11-17 August, and a 2019 ORC European Sportboat Championship is planned for 
24-30 August in Portoroz, Slovenia. 

 
Growth of use of ORC systems is mostly in new regions – such as the Caribbean, USA, Israel and South 
Africa – and has been mostly in ORC Club-level fleets. In South Africa the ORC fleet had the greatest rate of 
growth, from 99 to 199 certificates, an increase of >100%. And activity in the Caribbean that was suppressed 
by the two late summer 2017 hurricanes is expected to return this year. 
 
Besides World and continental championships, ORC encourages regional and national authorities to organize 
events and a total of 15 countries held ORC National Championship regattas in 2018. 
 
Among several dozen regattas using ORC ratings held in six continents around the world, several Rolex-
sponsored events in 2017 also used ORC scoring, including Rolex Circuito Atlantico, Rolex Sydney-Hobart 
Race, Rolex Giraglia Cup and the Rolex Middle Sea Race. 

 
2.  ORC Superyacht Rule (ORCsy) 

 
ORC’s cooperation with the Super Yacht Racing Association (SYRA) started in 2015 and continued through 
this year, with a slight decrease in the numbers of certificates and boats, but a continued effort made towards 
having boats measured for their ratings. 
 
Part of the reason for the decrease came in the third and fourth quarters of the year due to storm damage in the 
Caribbean delaying the start of the winter season. Accordingly, the number of regattas using the rule system in 
Europe, the Caribbean and the USA reduced from 9 to 7 and is forecast to be 6 in 2018. 
 
The acceptance of the ORCsy system is due in part to its rigorous measurement protocols, flexible scoring, 
and transparency in rules and process which is appreciated by its users, who are often advised by professional 
America’s Cup-level tacticians and crews. Periodic updates are made to the rule to increase its accuracy, with 
rationale agreed by ORC and SYRA and published on the rule website. 
 
2019 Super Yacht events will include for the first time NZ Millenium Cup at the end of January. 
 

3.  New ORC MultiHull Rule (ORCmh) 
 
 An announcement was made at this meeting of an agreement between the Offshore Multihull Association 

(OMA) and ORC to help develop a new system of VPP-based handicapping developed from OMA’s existing 
MultiRule system. ORC is to provide the framework for rule guidance, measurement, and certificate 
administration while OMA is providing its tools for Performance Curve Scoring (PCS) and an app that can 
deliver real-time corrected time results. 

 
 This is an exciting new development to help bring modern rulemaking to an important and growing sector of 

offshore sailing. 
 
4. Technical developments & Submissions 

 
A hallmark of ORC is that it is an open and accessible system for its users, both through local rating offices 
and through access to the ORC website. Besides allowing access to all ORC rules, rating system documents 
and even the VPP used to generate ratings, ORC gives easy access to all available rating and measurement 
data from a database of over 113,000 records gathered from the past 25 years.  

 
The easy access, breadth and depth of this information made available is unique among international rating 
systems. This access is facilitated by the ORC Sailor Services system, which gives free online access to the 
ORC database. At this portal is where copies of issued certificates from the past 9 years are available, as well 
as the ability to run ORCi or ORC Club test certificates under the current VPP. ORCsy uses the same web 
portal with similar features, with access restricted to registered ORCsy users. To date in 2018 there have been 
574 users that purchased at least one test certificate and 2397 test runs in the system among a total of some 
21,000 registered email addresses. 

 
Through the ORC Sailor Services, a customized Speed Guide package of polar performance data for any 



ORC-measured boat is available. The Target Speed product is also offered in Sailor Services, where a 
formatted PDF sheet is generated that gives target boat speed and wind angles based on VMG performance on 
windward-leeward courses. To date 284 users purchased one or more of these products in 2018. 
 
And new this year is the ORC Scorer software available for free download from this site, as well as the 
advent of an online Scratch Sheet that can be built from valid certificates found in the online database. 
 
This level of easy access and transparency has also prompted web and app developers: for $1.99 an app called 
ORCee can look up basic measurement and rating information for every boat in the system with a valid 
certificate. A web developer in the Netherlands has also created a website (http://jieter.github.io/orc-data/site) 
that provides even more information – such as rated speeds of the boat – for any boat in the ORC system and 
presents them in both tabular and graphic formats. 
 
The ORC website offers easy public online access to ORC publications, explanations of the rating systems, 
scoring methods and measurement, as well as regular news items related to ORC events and a comprehensive 
online calendar of races and regattas held in countries where ORC certificates are issued worldwide. Traffic on 
the site averaged about 45,000 visitors/month. 
 
An updated edition of the ORC Guidebook was made available on the site, and still under construction is a 
new ORC Race Management Guidebook planned to help educate race managers new to ORC in local fleets. 
 
A significant investment was made this year with the production and YouTube release of ORC Measurement 
videos for instruction and explanation of proper measurement techniques for Sails, Rigs, Hulls, and Props. 
This is the first professionally-produced video series on the topic of Measurement and is seen as an important 
tool for educating new measurers or others interested in the topic. 

 
For the technical public, the Designer version of the VPP is available for download and purchase from the 
ORC website. Another important tool for complete transparency of the ORC system, the ORC VPP 
Documentation that explains all the formulations of the VPP calculations and methodologies is available to 
the public online on the ORC website.  

 
The International Technical Committee (ITC) is the research and development group for ORC and is 
composed of some of the world’s most prominent designers and technologists. ITC met three times in 2018 
(Athens in March and in Scheveningen, Holland in July and October). 
 
In addition to responding to 10 Submissions for review, ITC’s research work in 2018 included these topics: 

 
- a post-race analysis of the fleet of the Offshore World Championship 2018 was performed and found 
little differences in IRC and ORC scores in Classes A and B, but some major differences in Class C. 
- plan for further CFD analysis for development and tuning of the Aero model 
- hydrodynamic research performed on 500 hull shapes examining effects based on length, transom drag, 
heel effect on hull balance, inertial effects due to manoeuvring, added resistance due to waves, effects of 
crew weight positioning, default righting moment checks, and foil assessments in the VPP 
- progress made on data acquisition plans for VPP calibration  
- collaborative projects with the Sailing Yacht Research Foundation (SYRF), and other work. 

 
26 Submissions have been received this year from 10 National Authorities – this is a relatively low number 
of submissions in ORC, which is taken to indicate a general satisfaction with the current system by its users. 
These submissions are discussed in the following committees, with many reviewed by multiple committees: 7 
for the Management Committee, 7 for the Offshore Classes and Events Committee, 10 for the ITC, 7 for the 
Rating Officers Committee, 4 for the Measurement Committee, 1 for the Promotion and Development 
Committee, and 3 for the Race Management Committee. These deal variously with topics regarding the ORC 
Rating Systems, the ORC VPP, championship rules, and with general policies. Most of these are addressing 
improvements and refinements of current rules and policies, with no major complaints about overall operation 
of the system. 

 
5.  Measurement and Rating Offices 
 

ORC has been continuing to work to develop the UMS, the Universal Measurement System, especially in 
cooperation with IRC at the World Championship. Permission has been sought to lead this effort for the WP 



established last year’s Annual Meeting. 
 
The ORC technical staff has also continued to cooperate with the US Sailing Offshore office to establish 
compatibility of their new SAP system with the existing ORC software tools and measurement database. 
 

6.  Championship Events 
 

The Hague 2018 Offshore Sailing World Championship was the first combined ORC/IRC World 
Championship, and was held over 14-20 July in Scheveningen, Netherlands. There was very good cooperation 
on the technical level between ORC and RORC in double checking all measurement data. Final number of 
entries was 85 boats from 15 countries with all 9 scheduled races completed. The winners were: Class A – 
Team Beau Geste, a Botin 52 owned by Karl Kwok from Hong Kong, Class B – Santa, a Landmark 43 owned 
by Claus Landmark and Class C – J Lance 12, a J-112E chartered by the Dutch crew of Gideon Messink. 

 
A Corinthian Trophy was also awarded in each class, eligible for award to teams with all crew members 
confirmed to be WS Group 1 sailors. Winners of this award were Kirsten Harmstorf’s all-women’s team on her 
DK 46 Tutima (GER) in 8th place in Class A; Frans Rodenburg’s First 40 Elke (NED) in 7th place in Class B; 
and Patrik Forsgren’s modified First 36.7 Team Pro4U (SWE) in third place in Class C. 

 

 Since combined ORC/IRC scoring and Triple Number for inshore races was used for the first time in the 
World Championship both items were discussed together with other aspects of the organization trying to 
define lessons learned and plans for the future. 

 
 Participation in ORC World Championships has seen a general upward trend in the past 20 years, growing 

from a modest 20-30 boats in 1999 to being over 100 entries in all but two of the past 8 years. These events are 
important in competitive handicap racing, since they engage over 1000 participants at each event with 
additional multipliers of friends and family bringing significant economic and promotional value to site hosts. 

 

 
 
 Representatives of the RORC and ORC met recently at the Royal Malta Yacht Club before the start of the 

Rolex Middle Sea Race to discuss the continued cooperation between IRC and ORC on a technical level and 
the future of a joint Rating World Championships. Both sides agreed that the 2018 World Championship was a 
success on many levels in measurement and scoring. In Malta it was also agreed that IRC would be involved 
in the decision to select future venues for the joint Rating Offshore World Championships and in the interest 
of the sport and the event organizers that a joint Worlds would be held every two years starting in 2020.  
 



The 2018 ORC European Championship was held over 8-15 September in Limassol, Cyprus, the furthest 
east of any ORC championship event in Europe. Hosted by the Famagusta Nautical Club on the back of this 
year’s Optimist World Championship, this was a modestly-attended but successful event with participation of 
28 entries from 8 countries with all scheduled races (1 offshore and 6 inshore) completed. Wind conditions 
varied from light to moderate all week, and the winner of Class AB was “Technonicol,” a modified Estonian 
X-41 owned by Sergey Kolesnikov while the winner of Class C was also an Estonian crew on “Katariina II,” a 
custom Cossutti design owned by Aivar Tuulberg.  
 
The ORC Sportboat European Championship was held over 28 May – 3 June in Portopiccolo, Italy with a 
solid participation of 27 boats from 6 countries and all scheduled races completed. The winner was the Fat 26 
Mind the Gap (ITA) owned by Edoardo Marangoni and Nicola Cavallarin. 
 
Future confirmed ORC Championship events include: 
 - 2019 ORC World Championship in Sibenik, CRO held over 1-8 June 
 - 2019 ORC European Championship in Oxelosund, SWE held over 11-17 August 
 - 2019 ORC Sportboat European Championship in Portoroz, SLO held over 24-30 August 
 
We are pleased to announce another cooperative arrangement with the RORC to work together to plan the 
2020 IRC/ORC World Championship to be held in September 2020. Our site host is the New York Yacht 
Club, one of the world’s great clubs, and site of the IMS World Championship in 2000. It has been 20 years 
since an offshore championship has been in the USA, so everyone is excited for this important event. 

 
7. WS Classification Code 
 

Application of the WS Classification Code is a regular feature to both the ORC Worlds and ORC European 
Championships in defining the criteria for entries eligible for the Corinthian Trophy. The difficulty in applying 
the Code is usually in the application process, where applicants are still confused about the difference in 
registering for a Sailor ID and completing the application completely and correctly. Notices of Race specify 
applications to be completed for review by the Commission two weeks in advance of registration on site, yet 
this rule is usually relaxed on site in order to maximize participation. 
 
At both the World and European Championships, Commission member Dobbs Davis worked hard during 
Registration at each event to screen crew lists and had minor problems that could get resolved with the help of 
the OA and WS staffs. Troubleshooting individual cases was resolved by on-site interviews.  

 
8.  Fleet Statistics 
 

On the following page is a summary table of countries and the numbers of issued ORC International, ORC 
Club and ORCsy certificates, and the current status as of 30 September 2018. 



 
 




